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ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 PM-05 SP-02 /035 W 

086373 122158Z/66 

R 120905Z SEP 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1048 
INFO AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
SECDEF WASHDC 
JCS WASHDC 

CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI 
CINCPACAF HICKAM AFB HI 
CINCPACREPPHIL SUBIC BAY RP 
13TH AIR FORCE CLARK AB RP 

CONFIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 4051 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, RP 

SUBJECT: CSIS STUDY OF PHILIPPINE BASES 

REF: STATE 21 1383 

1 . DR. CARLSON VISITED SINGAPORE SEPTEMBER 7-12 IN CONNEC- 
TION WITH CSIS STUDY OF PHILIPPINE BASES. SHE DID NOT CON- 
TACT EMBASSY UNTIL SEPTEMBER 11. UPON ARRIVAL SINGAPORE. 

SHE GOT IN TOUCH WITH MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS TO REQUEST 
TOUR OF LARGE SEMBAWANG SHIP REPAIR AND SERVICING FACILI- 
TIES, TOUR OF JURONG INDUSTRIAL AREA, AND APPOINTMENTS WITH 
DEFENSE MINISTER GOH AND SENIOR MINISTER OF STATE FOR FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS LEE KHOON CHOY. 

2. MFA ARRANGED TOURS OF SEMBAWANG AND JURONG, AS WELL AS 
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APPOINTMENT WITH MID-LEVEL GSO OFFICIAL WHO DESCRIBED DETAILS 
OF SEMBAWANG OPERATIONS. MINISTRY WAS NOT, HOWEVER, ABLE TO 
ARRANGE REQUESTED HIGH-LEVEL APPOINTMENTS ON SUCH SHORT NOTICE. 

3. MORNING SEPTEMBER 1 1, DR. CARLSON CONTACTED DCM TO REQUEST 
EMBASSY ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING APPOINTMENTS WITH DR. GOH 

AND MINISTER LEE. LIKE MFA, WE WERE UNABLE ARRANGE THEM ON SUCH 
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SHORT NOTICE. 

4. DR. CARLSON CALLED ON DCM AFTERNOON SEPTEMBER 11. SHE 
EXPRESSED DISAPPOINTMENT AT HER INABILITY TO MEET TOP-LEVEL 
SINGAPOREANS, SAYING THAT WHILE IN MANILA SHE HAD BEEN ABLE 
TO MEET WITH SENIOR PHILIPPINE LEADERSHIP FROM PRESIDENT 
MARCOS ON DOWN. SHE NOTED THAT HER REPORT WOULD HAVE TO LEAVE 
OPEN THE QUESTION OF SINGAPORE ATTITUDES TOWARD PHILIPPINE 
BASES. DCM POINTED OUT THAT SINGAPORE POSITION TOWARD CONTINUED 
U.S. PRESENCE IN SEA WAS A MATTER OF PUBLIC RECORD, WITH GOS 
PROBABLY THE MOST OUTSPOKEN OF ALL ASEAN GOVERNMENTS IN 
ENDORSING ACTIVE U.S. ROLE IN REGION. 

5. DISCUSSING HER STUDY, DR. CARLSON INDICATED THAT FINDINGS 
SO FAR HAD BEEN INCONCLUSIVE. IN PHILIPPINES, SHE SAID, SOME 
PHILIPPINE OFFICIALS (INCLUDING MARCOS HIMSELF) EXPRESSED 
ENTHUSIASM OVER IDEA OF CONVERTING SUBIC AND CLARK AFB INTO 
COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS, WHILE OTHER PHILIPPINE OFFICIALS 
RAISED SERIOUS OBJECTIONS TO CONCEPT. 

6. DR. CARLSON ASKED WHETHER WE BELIEVED SINGAPORE 
WOULD BE WILLING TO GRANT ADDITIONAL NAVAL AND MILITARY 
FACILITIES TO USG IN EVENT USE OF PHILIPPINE BASES BY U.S. 

FORCES WAS CURTAILED. DCM REPLIED THAT SETTING UP NEW FOREIGN 
BASE FACILITIES IN COUNTRY WHERE THEY HAD NOT PREVIOUSLY 
EXISTED WAS QUITE DIFFERENT THING FROM CONTINUED OPERATION OF 
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EXISTING BASES; WHILE SINGAPORE WAS ACTIVELY COOPERATIVE WITH 
USG IN NUMBER OF AREAS, IT WOULD REQUIRE COMPLETE REVERSAL OF 
CURRENT GOS FOREIGN POLICY TO PERMIT A NEW FOREIGN MILITARY 
BASE TO BE ESTABLISHED ON ITS TERRITORY. 

KNEIP 
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